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If you are a systematist, this new abstracting serial may be your best way of stay-
ing current with the literature on the groups in which you are interested. If you like
Zoological Record—Dbut you don’t like its expense, or you don’t like waiting for its an-
nual production—this new serial may be the one for you. Its coverage includes about
720 serial (“journals” and serially-numbered books and monographs) titles and con-
tinues to expand, and this list (yes, the list is printed) is far more than you are likely
to browse in hope of finding something of interest. It gives the references to the papers
describing new taxa (and taxa of changed status) in those 720 serials, notes the new
taxa described in them (arranged by taxonomic category), gives a long table of author
addresses, and produces an alphabetical table of new taxa, plus an index of geograph-
ical localities, plus an index of depositories (private as well as public collections). Its
scope includes coverage of new taxa of parasites and pathogens of the insects (and
arachnids and myriapods) listed, as well as newly described paleontological taxa.

Organization of the taxa is into 8 sections: A, Arachnida and Myriapoda; B, Ortho-
pteroidea; C, Hemiptera (including Homoptera); D, Coleoptera; E, Diptera; F, Lepi-
doptera; G, Hymenoptera; and H, remaining insect orders. Section A is stated to
include “Arachnida, Acari, and Myriapoda” perhaps to make plain that Acari are in-
cluded, but it is not clear whether other non-crustacean arthropods are included
(there is no mention, for example, of centipedes).

So you think that $60 is a lot to pay for a personal Internet-access only to the tax-
onomic literature? By subscribing to New Entomological Taxa you might be able to
cancel all your current subscriptions, and rely on this new serial to find all the new lit-
erature for you, and then request reprints (or offprints) by mail (or e-mail when the
author’s e-mail address is given). Would you not save money? If you still balk at $60
per year, there is an even better deal for you: if you are interested in just one order of
arthropods, you may obtain a personal subscription to literature just about the sec-
tion (see paragraph above) including it, starting at a mere $25 per year. That’s $2 per
month to save you from searching hundreds of serials every month—even assuming
you have access to those serials in your local library—and you now have access to
most of the world’s serial literature on new taxa in the arthropod order of greatest in-
terest to you.
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